
“The only people with whom you should try to get even are those 
who have helped you.”  ~ John E. Southard 

Dear WHS School Community: 
We have all seen the utter devastation that this year’s hurricane season has 
brought to many parts of the United States. Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria 
had a devastating impact on Texas, Florida, Puerto Rico, the US Virgin Islands 
and beyond. Thousands of fellow US residents lost everything they owned and 
many areas are still struggling with their recovery efforts. Amidst all of this 
destruction, we have seen the resilience of the survivors of these the disasters. 
It’s time for us, too, to be resilient in our efforts to help and support them. 
One organization that has been on the ground in these impacted areas from day 
one is the American Red Cross. While they have done so much already, 
recovery efforts are really just beginning. We in the Westborough High School 
community want to give back and help the American Red Cross Disaster relief 
efforts. To that end, staff members here at WHS have agreed to entertain you on 
Wednesday, December 6th at 7:30p.m. in a Faculty Lip Sync Battle. It promises 
to be a big night for a great cause. There are several ways you can help us reach 
our goal of raising $10,000 for the Red Cross: Donate ahead of the show by 
using the QR code below (or use this link) and select Red Cross Disaster Relief, 
come to the show to support your favorite act, or be on the lookout for donation 
buckets at select locations in Westborough. 
As of October the American Red Cross has: 

• provided more over 1.2 million overnight stays in emergency shelters 
• served more than 5.8m million meals and snacks, 
• provided more than 162,000 mental health and health services to support 

and care for those affected and provided 
• provided more than 2.6 million relief items to people in need. 
• has nearly 15,000 trained disaster workers – 91% of them volunteers – on 

the ground helping with relief efforts. 
They have done so much but they have a long road ahead and need our help. 
Please give and thank you for your support. 
Sincerely, 
 
Colleen Gormley & the Faculty Lip Sync Committee 
Westborough High School 
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Principal’s Message: 
Dear Students and Families: 
On behalf of the entire faculty, support staff, and administration, I want to wish 
each of you and your families a truly joyful and relaxing Thanksgiving.  This time 
of year, as I hope you will agree, is so rewarding because it gives us all a chance 
to take our time to thank those around us who have made a positive impact on 
our lives, no matter the level.  By simply saying “thank you” to those who have 
encouraged you, worked on something with you, or simply been there for you, it 
shows them how valuable they are in your life.  It even makes you feel better, 
too. 
We are so very fortunate to enjoy the generous support of our Town and the 
WHS school community.  We have an extraordinarily talented faculty and staff, 
an outstanding student body, and highly supportive parents and guardians.  It is 
the obligation of each of us to show how grateful and thankful we are of each 
other. 
Thank you.  Happy Thanksgiving. 
Sincerely, 
 
Brian M. Callaghan 
Principal 

Athletics 
This year’s Thanksgiving Day Football Game is at Algonquin High School starting  
at 10:15 am.  Pre-game tickets are for sale in the high school office for $5 until 11 
am on Wednesday, November 22nd.  Tickets are $10 at the gate. 
The Winter Sport season begins on Monday, November 27th. 
 
Business & Computer Science 
Central One recently spoke to Accounting students regarding their program, 
Road to Financial Independence.  Objectives of the discussion were learning the 
difference between banks and credit unions, basics of budgeting, benefits of 
savings vs. spending, identifying types of loans, and understanding credit card 
basics.   
The students were given a budgeting project along with their occupation and 
salary.  They had to present a realistic budget back to the class and Central One 
representatives.  The group with the most realistic budget was granted a prize 
from Central One.  Students were very surprised about the costs involved in daily 
living! 
Members of the 2017 Penta Mentor Scholars recently attended the Good Scout 
Award Dinner at the Doubletree Hotel.  Deborah Penta, an entrepreneur, a 
community and philanthropic leader was awarded the 2017 Good Scout 
Award.  This was a great opportunity for students to experience a meaningful 
fundraising event for our community and hear from their State Representatives 
and Senators regarding Deborah’s accomplishments and think ahead as to how 
they may give back to their communities in the future. 
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English 
We are pleased to welcome three individuals to the English department as long-
term substitutes this year: Mary Celli, Christina Corsa, and Kaitlin Boyle. 
On November 2nd, several sophomore classes headed into Boston to see the 
curious incident of the dog in the night-time at SpeakEasy Theater. The play is 
an adaptation of Mark Haddon’s novel which students read as part of their 
English class. Overall, students enjoyed the production and experiencing live 
theater. Students also had the opportunity to stay for a Q & A with the actors 
after the performance. 

Fine Arts 
The Fine Arts Department has had a busy Fall and we are busily preparing for 
the variety of events we have going on through the end of 2017.  
Upcoming Events:  

• Wednesday, November 29th: Vocal Pops Concert 
• Tuesday, December 5th: Small Ensemble Concert 
• Tuesday, December 12th: Winter Band Concert 
• Thursday, December 14th: Scholastic Art Submissions Due 
• Thursday, December 14th: Winter Chorus & Orchestra Concert 

All Concerts Start at 7pm 
Please refer to the Fine Arts website for more information, or follow the 
department on twitter: @WboroFineArts.  
The entire Fine Arts Department wishes families a happy and healthy New Year 
and we look forward to seeing you in 2018! 

Library News 
The new National Library Standards were just released this month. Take a look 
at how your school librarian and school library support your child: 
http://standards.aasl.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/11/AASL_Parents_OnePager_2017.jpg 
Listening Lunches continue this school year on the first Friday of every 
month.  Students are invited to “listen” to poetry, music and song performed by 
their peers.  Students interested in performing can sign up on the WHS Library 
website or speak with Mrs. Cellucci. The next Listening Lunch is on December 
1st.  
The Library Teen Advisory (TAB) is planning a Solve a Mystery event at WHS in 
January.  More details to follow. This event will be held for middle school 
students grades 6-8 and organized by WHS students.  
Please contact: Ms. Anita Cellucci, Library Teacher, with any 
questions.  celluccia@westboroughk12.org 
Twitter: @LibraryWHS  
Find us on Facebook 
Instagram: WestboroughHSLibrary  

School Counseling 
The School Counselors have been presenting Stress Management Workshops 
for Juniors, partnering members of the CSS program to help students develop a 
“backpack of skills” to utilize when facing challenges. Next up for the Class of 

http://whs.westboroughk12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2220638&pageId=2220644
http://standards.aasl.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/AASL_Parents_OnePager_2017.jpg
http://standards.aasl.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/AASL_Parents_OnePager_2017.jpg
http://whs.westboroughk12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2221578&pageId=2221584
http://whs.westboroughk12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2221578&pageId=2221584
mailto:celluccia@westboroughk12.org
https://twitter.com/LibraryWHS
https://www.facebook.com/WestboroughHSLibrary/
https://www.instagram.com/westborohslibrary/?hl=en
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2019 will be Junior Information Night on November 30th to formally kick off post-
secondary planning. Students will also receive their own personal copies of our 
College and Career Handbook, updated for the Class of 2019. 
Counselors held a successful Open College Lab for seniors in October. This 
program is designed to give students a chance to work on college application 
process items with a School Counselor present to answer questions and provide 
on-the-spot support. Over 50 students signed up for the Lab in October and we 
are excited to run it again in December for students working on additional 
applications.  
Counselors are gearing up for individual transition meetings with ninth graders 
during the weeks between Thanksgiving and December Vacation. These 
conferences will give students and counselors a chance to get to know one 
another better and help identify opportunities for students to become even more 
engaged with the WHS community. Another round of individual meetings in the 
spring will also focus on four-year planning and help students truly launch their 
high school careers. 
Sophomore Career Exploration workshops will be coming in early winter. These 
interactive lessons help students uncover more about their personality, skills and 
interests, and then apply these traits to various career paths. Sophomores are 
also encouraged to apply for the Hugh O’ Brian Youth Leadership Seminar 
(HOBY). Every year one WHS sophomore is selected to attend this multi-day 
leadership development event. There is a short essay contest to select the 
winner, and students can apply here. The deadline for submissions is November 
28 at 7:30am. 

Math 
The WHS Math Team which consists of 25 members, competed in the first of 4 
yearly meets.  The team travels to Shrewsbury HS to compete in very 
challenging math problems against other area schools. 
Forty students participated in the annual Math Olympiad Competition on October 
19th.   This exam is given to thousands of high school students throughout 
Massachusetts.  Students that score in the top 100 in the state are invited to a 
second level exam in March.  The results from the competition should be 
available in January. 

Project Graduation 
Project Graduation is already off and running.  We have two wonderful co-chairs 
back from last year in Lisa Nichols and Audrea Lehman.  We are having our first 
informational meeting on November 28 and would appreciate you sending out 
the following e-mail as soon as possible.  Let me know if you have any questions: 
Project Graduation Information Session: November 28 – WHS Library 
at 7:30 p.m. 
Parents/Guardians - Save the date! NOVEMBER 28th will be the 2018 Project 
Graduation information session at the HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY (7:30pm). This 
brief meeting will provide vital information about the program and will be your first 
chance for volunteer opportunities.  Project Graduation is an all-volunteer 
organization designed to offer graduating seniors a FUN, SAFE, CHEMICAL 
FREE night (and allows parents a worry-free evening knowing that their 
graduates are in a safe environment).  To learn more about Project Graduation at 
their website at http://www.projectgraduationwestborough.org/    

http://www.hoby.org/programs/leadership-seminars/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdoUSoLUwvJu4eIy9pv4FCSzxQPnrdFyFzZB0ed7FKk09OUFQ/viewform
http://www.projectgraduationwestborough.org/
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Over 85% of seniors have attended this event over the past 5 years. It is truly a 
community event and we hope that senior parents and guardians, as well as 
parents and guardians of underclasspersons will participate in the success of the 
28th Project Graduation in Westborough.  Help us make another safe and fun 
graduation night for the graduating Class of 2018! See you Wednesday, 
November 28th at 7:30 p.m. 
From: Project Graduation Board of Directors 
Geoff Spofford 
Tammy Stott 
Maura Shunney 
Chris Bersani 
Wendy Kelley 
 
 

 
A Workshop for Westborough Parents and Community 

Organizations on Creating a Network that Supports Kind, Resilient 
and Connected Kids 

Are you interested in helping to build a kind, empowered community in 
Westborough that is welcoming to all? 

Join us for a discussion with "Westborough Connects" about how parents, 
schools and community can work together to build on strengths and address 
issues facing young people and families. Westborough Connects, part of the 
SPARK Kindness Network, is an emerging collaboration between parents, 
schools and community organizations. (Babysitting and snacks will be provided.) 

On November 30th community groups and parents are invited to: 

• A brief introduction and overview of SPARK Kindness and its mission in 
building a "kind, resilient, and inclusive community.”  

• A preliminary discussion of Westborough Connects, its mission, and 
ideas for upcoming programming. 

• Learn more about Westborough Connects' committees, including 
Leadership, Programming, Community Organizing and 
Diversity/Inclusion. 

• An opportunity to meet leaders in the SPARK Community, including Dr. 
Anna Nolin, Assistant Superintendent of the Natick Public Schools, and 
James Hicks, Chief of Police, Natick Police Department. 

http://www.sparkkindness.org/
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All are welcome! Hope to see you there! Learn more and register 
at http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07eesf3t1v3e698
97a&llr=wqrs4w8ab&showPage=true 
Westborough Connects is an emerging partnership between SPARK Kindness and Westborough 
parents/caregivers, community members and public schools. 

Important Dates: 
November 22 – Half Day  
November 23 & 24 Thanksgiving Holiday 
November 27 – Special Town Meeting 
November 30 – Junior & Parent Post-Secondary Planning – Aud. 
November 30 – Building a Connected Community in Westborough – Mill 
Pond  
December 1 – Ned’s Coffee House - Lobby 
December 6 – Faculty Lip Sync Fundraiser – Aud. 
 
 
Westborough High School Website 
 

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07eesf3t1v3e69897a&llr=wqrs4w8ab&showPage=true
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07eesf3t1v3e69897a&llr=wqrs4w8ab&showPage=true
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07eesf3t1v3e69897a&llr=wqrs4w8ab&showPage=true
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07eesf3t1v3e69897a&llr=wqrs4w8ab&showPage=true
http://whs.westboroughk12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=35937&pageId=35945
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